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Australian Mums and Dads are paying a climate war tax while industry attempts to decarbonise are hindered 
by a lack of political leadership in developing gas resources deep beneath our feet. 

South Australian Premier Peter Malinauskas has a knack of dropping truth bombs like this that just cut 
through to the quick of an issue.  

Those truths extended to the reality of energy costs. Renewables cannot deliver a reliable energy system 
without natural gas as a back-up, so anyone who tells you renewables is a silver bullet solution to decreasing 
your power bill is either being disingenuous or dishonest. Speaking at the Energy Nation Forum in Sydney 
this week, the Premier’s response to rising power costs - “(Gas will) always be the last price, which is why we 
need more gas” was candid, and refreshingly simplistic in an area of debate that has been hijacked by 
unscientific ideological aspirations. 

He has rightly called out the cost borne by Australians from the ideological war between those who prefer 
unattainable and high-cost perfection over real, reliable progress and those who prefer not to do anything.  

It is a war that has resulted in excessive delays to critical development projects across the country and 
prohibits safe, sustainable practices like hydraulic fracturing and coal seam gas development - projects that 
can unlock natural resources which, in turn, can turbocharge the economy and the energy transition while 
reducing cost pressures. 

The benefits of natural gas over coal are significant. A landmark report by the CSIRO’s Gas Industry Social 
and Environmental Research Alliance (GISERA) found that replacing coal with gas for electricity generation 
could reduce emissions by up to 50%. 

So simply by switching our energy hungry operations from coal to natural gas we are already making 
significant headway into the pathway to net-zero – but the kicker is we need to first get that natural gas out 
of the ground and deliver it to market.   

Premier Malinauskas, who’s political courage is driving South Australia forward on so many fronts, was a 
prominent speaker at the forum, where potential East Coast energy shortfalls was naturally a key issue. New 
South Wales Premier Chris Minns spoke about his unavoidable decision to extend the life of coal-fired power 
to keep the lights on and drive manufacturing. In the same breath he vented his frustration with the ongoing 
delays to the Narrabri Gas Project – which could provide up to half of the state’s gas needs when online.  

Ironically, the activists, who accept uncertain climate science but not established science, have contributed to 
higher emissions, while also causing higher energy prices that undermine community support for the energy 
transition.  
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You can’t credibly agree with the science of climate change and not support maximum development of 
natural gas, including hydraulic fracturing, because it is both critical to our nation’s stability of supply, 
decarbonisation and is scientifically proven to be safe. Likewise, you cannot dispute the fact that the 
thousands of natural gas wells drilled and hydraulically fractured in Australia, and globally, deliver lower cost 
energy. 

By following the science and driving more investment in developing Australian natural gas we can end the 
climate war’s cost on households and industry. 

South Australia is Australia’s case in point, where thanks to solid bipartisanship, SA enjoys the highest 
renewables penetration in the nation, advanced battery storage installations and abundant conventional and 
hydraulic fracture stimulated gas resources, reserves and production. But because South Australia is tied into 
the East Coast energy markets, it needs other jurisdictions to share the load to reduce costs. 

Relief for Mums and Dads and industry from high energy prices cannot be achieved by locking the gate, but 
instead by politicians locking in behind the bipartisan support we see in South Australia for rational, science-
based, policies supporting Australian natural gas as the answer. 

SA is fortunate to have a Labor Government and Liberal Opposition that both support the key role of local 
natural gas in supporting renewables which means these complementary industries are both enabled. With 
our vision to be Australia’s largest domestic energy producer, Adelaide-headquartered Beach is keen to 
export the South Australian consensus to other jurisdictions and continue to grow our role in both the East 
Coast and West Coast energy markets. 

 

 

 
The above opinion editorial was published in the Adelaide Advertiser on Tuesday 30 September 2025. 
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